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Supplies was turned back having reached as far as south Khartoum before it was recalled back to 
Germany. 



During the closing months of 1915, in Europe saw general sir Horace smith Darien dismissed 
from his command of the British expeditionary force 11th corps on the Somme in France having 
fallen out with field marshal sir john French. 9he was also about to be recalled to England) as an 
appeasement for his apparent dismissal he was offered the command of the east African forces 
who had reached virtually a stalemate with the Germans who were able to hold onto and occupy 
considerable British territory despite the supposedly overwhelming numbers of British troops in 
the area. This was the only British territory occupied by the Germans during the Great War. 
Unfortunately on his was to take up the new command, smith-darien fell sick in Cape Town 
pneumonia and had to step down. As it happened by this time, South Africa had successfully 
subdued German south West Africa after a successful campaign and general J.C Smuts therefore 
offered his services. 

On 12th February 1916, brigadier general Malison the commanding officer of the Mombasa-void 
command attacked salaita hill with his 1st  east African infantry brigade, his divisional troops all 
of whom had been in the theatre for some time, and the newly arrived 2nd south African infantry 
brigade who had not faced the German schutztruppe and had a very low opinion of their 
capabilities, this was quickly reversed when the schuztruppe mounted a determined bayonet 
charge and managed to rout the south African sector who were forced  to abandon their positions 
and broke ranks. General Smuts arrived in British East Africa a few days later to be told of his 
defeat but remained fully confident as he arrived with more substantial South African 
reinforcements. Having studied and approved the plan to invade GEA he quickly reorganized his 
new command and wasted little time to engage the schutztruppe in order to recover the occupied 
British territory before the long rains which were due to start in march/April. With general 
Stewart instructed to advance from Namanga around the western sides of Mount Kilimanjaro to 
meet up with Smuts forces advancing from mwaktau westwards towards Taveta with the aim of 
encircling von lettow-vorbec in Moshi, GEA. Smuts had to take the fortified hill salaita before he 
could advance into Taveta. Von lettow-vorbeck skillfully withdrew his garrison overnight 
leaving the British artillery to shell the hill in one of the heaviest artillery bombardments of the 
campaign against what was an empty fortification. The schutztruppe fell back to Latema and 
Neata nek, two hills straddling the border, where they held up British forces in a pitched battle 
that resulted in heavy losses to smuts’ troops before the schutztruppes melted away once more to 
fight another day. The two Taveta CWGC cemeteries commemorate the dead including the 
German war dead from the first few weeks of the war. 

Meantime, Stewart was accused of taking his time on his advance around Mount Kilimanjaro 
and failing to meet up with Smuts’ at the appointed time; he lost his job as a result. By now the 
rains had arrived making communications impossible with tracks and pats impassable, Smuts 
completely re-organized his team replacing most of the former appointed commanders with his 
own men from South Africa. 

As the rains lessened Smuts continued to mount pressure on vow lettow-vorbeck’s as they 
skillfully withdrew down the Usambara railway line and t ‘great north road’ from Arusha 



choosing the time and the place where he stood, to defend and delay the British advance into 
German east Africa. 

Smuts’ and basically divided his forces into two commands with major-general J L van Deventer 
with his 2nd division advancing down the great road from Arusha towards Dodoma, a major town 
on the Central Railway between Dar es Saalam to the interior and lake Tanganyika terminating at 
Kigoma. His own force progressed down the Usambara railways towards Tanga. At Korogwe 
they split up again, one going down the coast by Pangani to take Dar es Salaam and the other 
inland via Handeni to Morogoro on the central railway. Smuts had also organized attacks from 
several other directions: the main attack was from the north of the British East Africa, while 
substantial forces from the Belgium Congo advanced from the west in two columns, over Lake 
Victoria on the British troop ships. SS Rusinga and SS Usage and into the western arm of the rift 
valley. Another contingent advanced over Lake Nyasa (Lake Malawi) from the south east. All 
these forces failed to capture Lettow-vorbek and they all suffered from disease, thirst and 
starvation along the march. Most of the mounted infantry and cavalry lost over 140,000 horses to 
the tsetse flies together with untold numbers of oxen and other livestock that went with the army 
southwards. However, the Germans nearly always withdrew from the larger British 
concentrations and by September 1916, the German central railway from the coast at Dar es 
salaam to Ujiji was fully under British control. 

As the schutztruppe  steadily withdrew during 1916 through the central GEA down their own 
lines of communication. Smuts had to follow around through country that had been devastated 
by van Lettow-Vorbeck’s troops leaving behind starving natives and having to cope with an even 
longer line of supply for smuts and his troops who were now suffering badly from the lack of 
supplies with many of the European troops becoming debilitated to the extent that whole 
companies were out on the sick list. One unit, 9th South African infantry, started with 1,135 men 
in February 1916 by October its strength was reduced to 116 fit troops, without doing much 
fighting at all. Indian troops faired a little better but feeding them was always a problem as their 
food had to come from India to Mombasa and be transported by train to Taveta by ox wagon and 
porters to wherever they were. Starvation, sickness and thirst were the main killers during the 
East African campaign and not the result of engaging in battle. 

Up until now very few African troops had been used by the British, but the few that were there 
had fared very well despite all the privations that the other troops underwent. Recruitment started 
in earnest to the kings African riffles who in 1914 consisted of 2,319 Solders and 64 officers to 
15,304 and 430 officers as on 1st January 1917.the KAR together with other African manned 
battalions from West Africa and the Caribbean now took the mantle to take the battle to its 
inevitable conclusion as the European and Indian troops were mostly withdrawn from East 
Africa or rested in South Africa prior to those fit enough being redeployed to other theatres of 
the war. 



Von lettow-vorbeck, always leading from the front and sharing the same conditions as his men, 
made way steadily through GEA. In late 1917 he crossed into Portuguese east Africa to plunder 
and resupply his remaining forces. The Germans marched through Mozambique complete with 
carriers, wives and children for nine months successfully re-equipping his remaining army with 
captured Portuguese uniforms, arms and ammunition. Von Lettow-vorbeck had divided his force 
into 3 groups. One detachment however of 1,000 men under Hauptmann Theodor Tafel, was 
forced to surrender after running out of food and ammunition. As an indication of how difficult 
the country they were in, von Lettow-vorbeck and Tafel were unaware they were only one days 
march apart. general Smuts however in the meantime considering the campaign virtually over, 
joined Lloyd George, the British prime ministers joint war cabinet in London. 

Von Lettow-Vorbeck re-entered German east Africa during august 1918 and advanced 
westwards with the intention of invading northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland. Having come to a 
temporary stop on the Zambezi River in early November he received word of the armistice in 
Europe, which initially he doubted, it being a ploy by the British to corner him.  
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Tsavo Battlefield Itineraries 
 
OPTION 1 
 5 day 4 night Tsavo Battlefield Tour – ex Mombasa 
 
Lodges 
Severine Safari Camp 
Ngulia Lodge  
Grogans Castle                                                                         
Voyager Ziwani Camp Camp 
 
Day 1 – Depart early morning with picnic lunch from 
coast hotel                                                                                                   
Visit        Samburu railway Station                                  
     Voi CWGC Cemetery 
     Tsavo Railway Station 
     Mzima Springs 
Overnight Severine Safari Camp 
 
Day 2  - After early breakfast depart with picnic lunch 
from Severin 
 Visit       Fort Mzima 
              Crater Fort 
              Kichwa Tembo Fort 
Overnight Ngulia Lodge 
 
Day 3 – After early breakfast depart with picnic 
lunch from Ngulia 
Visit Maktau CWGC Indian Memorial 
     Mbuyuni 
              Salaita Hill 
              The Snipers Baobab 
Overnight at Grogans Castle 
 
Day 4  
Morning game drive to Lake Jipe 
Lunch at Grogans 
Visit Mahoo 
             Taveta CWGC European Cemetery  
                                  Indian Cemetery 
              Former Taveta Police Station 
 Lunch at Grogans 
Overnight at Voyager Ziwani Camp 
 
Day 5 After early breakfast depart wth picnic lunch  
from Voyager Ziwani Camp visit 
 Serengeti 
 Mbuyuni 
 Maktau CWGC Indian Memorial 
 Mashoti Fort 
Safari Terminates in Mombasa 
Overnight Mombasa Hotel 
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Tariffs,  
Group size 1 person 2 persons 3 persons 4 persons 5 persons 6 persons 

In USD 6,315 8,080 9,945 11,760 13,575 15,390 
 
 
N/B; one person  USD 6,315,  
        Two persons USD 8,075  =4,040 each. 
        Three persons USD 9,945=3,315 each 
        Four persons USD 11,760=2,940 each 
        Five persons USD 13,575=2,715 each 
        Six persons USD  15,390=2,565 each 
 
These includes; 

1. Transfer to and from airport 
2. Accommodation  
3. All park entrance fees 
4. Lunch packets  
5. Guiding fee 
6. Game drive 

 
Tsavo Battlefield Itinerary No 2 
OPTION 2 
6 nights 7days Tsavo Battlefield Tour – ex Mombasa 
 
Hotels/Lodges 
Royal Castle Hotel  
Sai Rock Hotel 
Ngulia Lodge 
Severin safari Camp 
Voyager Ziwani Camp 
Grogans Castle 
Sarova Salt Lick Lodge 
 
Day 1 – After breakfast depart with picnic lunch from coast 
hotel 
Visit        Voi Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
WW1 Cemetery 
     Tsavo Railway Station 
Overnight at Ngulia Lodge 
 
Day 2 – Depart early morning with picnic lunch from Ngulia  
Visit          Kichwa Tembo Fort 
                Crater Fort 
                Fort Mzima 
Overnight Severin Safari Camp 
 
Day 3  
Morning Game Drive visiting Mzima Springs, Poachers Look out 
After lunch transfer to overnight at Voyager Safari Camp 
Lunch at Severine 
Day 4 - Lunch at Grogans 
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